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Abstract

Nationalism is an ideology based on the premise that the individual’s
loyalty and devotion to the nation-state surpass other individual or group
interests. Indians nationalism developed as a concept during the Indian
independence movement which campaigned for independence from
British rule. Indian nationalism, which is inclusive of all the people of
India, despite their diverse ethnic, linguistic and religious backgrounds.
Actually Indian nationalism binds the whole nation in its ambit.
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Nationalism is an ideology based on the premise thai the individual's loyalty and devation
lothe nation-state surpass other individual or group interests. Indians nationalism developed as a
concept during the Indian independence movement which campaigned for independence from
British rule. Indian nationalism, which is inclusive of all the peaple of India, despite their diverse
ethnic, linguistic and religious backgrounds. Actually Indian nationalism binds the whole nation in
its ambit.

The second half of the 19" century witnessed the full flowering of national political con-
sciousness and the growth of an organized national movement in India. The year 1885 (the year
of the formation of the Congress) marks the beginning of a new epoch in Indian History. Indian
National Congress was founded in December 1885 by seventy-two political workers. All the 72
delegates were the intellectuals of India and had passion for the country. It was the first organized
manifestation of Indian nationalism on an all-India scale. The leaders of the Congress advocated
dialogue and debate with the Raj administration to achieve their political goals. Distinct from
these moderate voices (or loyalists) who did no preach or support viclence was the nationalist

mavement, which grew particularly strong, radical and violent in Bengaland in Punjab. It
was due to the fact that from the initial phase of British raj, Bengal has witnessed extreme
exploitation. Notable but smaller movements also appeared in Maharashtra, Madras and other
areas across the south,

To crush the Nationalist feelings of the peoples of Bengal, in 1805, the then w.ric:en:_:y, Lord
Curzon, divided the province into two parts- Western Bengal dominated by Hindu papulation and
the Eastern Bengal dominated by Muslim majority population. The reason behind t_ht_e partition
that was officially announced was that the Bengal province was too large to be administered by
a ﬁll'lglﬂ governor and therefore was partitiﬂnﬂd on adminjs[rati\re purpose. But the real reason
:::hmd the pariitit:-n_ was completely political and not adminis:raliye. Thisl policy was mmplgtely

elivated by the principle of 'Divide and Rule”. The partition provided an impetus to the religious
Avide and rule, as a result of that, All India Muslim League and Al India Hindu Mahasabha was
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